
 
 

  

 

 
 

To: Ardal Northern Clubs 

 Ardal Southern Clubs  

 

 

Friday, 27 August 2021 

 

 

Dear Sir / Madam,  

 

Re: Professional Registration Period Reminder 

  

The Football Association of Wales (“FAW”) writes by way of reminder concerning the upcoming 

closure of the Professional Registration Period on Tuesday 31st August 2021.  As this is the first time 

the Ardal Leagues have been subject to the above, we felt it pertinent to send out this circular to 

serve as a reminder and to provide you with some further information to help you to ensure that 

players are registered within the deadlines. 

 

Closure 

 

The Professional Registration Period will close at 23:59:59 on Tuesday 31st August 2021 (“deadline 

day”) and the Player Registrations Department will be available throughout the night to ensure 

players are registered.  Submissions made after the Professional Registration Period has closed will 

be rejected as the deadline is strict. 

 

By way of a reminder, the deadline applies to all players including Youth Players and Reserve Players 

with limited exceptions as described in the next section.  In particular, it relates to the registration of 

players seeking to participate within Professional Competitions such as the Ardal Northern, Ardal 

Southern, Cymru Premier Development League, FAW Youth Leagues, FAW Reserve Leagues or any 

FAW Cup Competitions.  It does not apply to any Academy Players or Junior Players (i.e., those 

Under 16 and below) or any female players. 

 

116 Clubs in Wales are now subject to the above closure, including those Welsh Clubs who 

participate in the English Football League and English National League whom we are also responsible 

for.  We are therefore expecting it to be an exceptionally busy day and would urge Clubs to ensure 

submissions are made early in the day to afford sufficient time to remedy any issues which may 

arise.  

 

Exceptions to the Professional Registration Periods 

 

Article 6, Paragraph 1 of the FIFA Regulations on the Status and Transfer of Players sets out the 

exception to the Professional Registration Period that is colloquially known as “free agents”: 

 



 
 

“…As an exception to this rule, a professional whose contract has expired prior to the end of 

a registration period may be registered outside that registration period.  Associations are 

authorised to register such professional provided due consideration is given to the sporting 

integrity of the relevant competition…” 

 

As you can see, FIFA have a very specific interpretation of what constitutes a “free agent” that 

doesn’t necessarily mean a player without a club.  Put simply, this exception exists to prevent 

restraint of trade as it allows an out of work Professional Player to seek employment opportunities 

without being restricted by the Professional Registration Periods. In practice, to be eligible to be 

registered outside a Professional Registration Period, a player must: 

 

• Have been a Professional Player at his most recent former club; 
 

• His employment contract must have expired or been terminated before the end of the most 
recent Professional Registration Period; and 
 

• Must be registered by his new club outside the Professional Registration Period as a 
Professional Player. 

 
So, to register between September and December that Professional Players employment contract 

with his former club needs to have expired / been terminated on or before 31st August 2021.   

FIFA TMS 

 

It is vitally important that any players requiring an International Transfer Certificate (ITC) are both at 

status Submitted (INT) on FAW COMET, with details of the former club and country clearly typed 

into the “notes” section and have a corresponding confirmed transfer instruction on the FIFA TMS at 

status “Awaiting ITC Request”.   

 

Further information on how to engage an amateur player via the FIFA TMS can be found below: 

 

https://support.fifatms.com/en/support/solutions/articles/7000051982-engage-an-amateur-player-

permanently  

 

When prompted on the FIFA TMS, you will need to ensure that you answer “no” to the question 

“will the player play in competition in which only amateurs participate, on the basis of art. 6 par. 4 of 

the Regulations”. 

 

A common mistake is clubs leaving TMS instructions in the draft Pending status and to avoid this it is 

essential to ensure that you certify the declaration and confirm the transfer instruction as per the 

below screenshot: 

 

https://support.fifatms.com/en/support/solutions/articles/7000051982-engage-an-amateur-player-permanently
https://support.fifatms.com/en/support/solutions/articles/7000051982-engage-an-amateur-player-permanently


 
 

 
 

It is important to note that the FAW cannot physically request an ITC on the TMS once the 

Professional Registration Period has closed.  We therefore must be able to request the ITC before 

the Professional Registration Period closes at 23:59:59.   

 

You may recall that the former National Association often requests a cancelation via the TMS when 

any of the information on the transfer instruction is incorrect.  For example, former club and the 

players status at his former club.  We would recommend on deadline day especially that you ensure 

that all information entered onto TMS is accurate as cancellations late in the day run the risk of 

being unable to enter a new transfer instruction prior to the closure of the Professional Registration 

Period. 

 

International transfer of Minor Players 

 

Any minor player (those under the age of 18) will require an approved FIFA Minor Application to 

transfer internationally.  Those over the age of 16 seeking to register in Professional Competitions as 

listed above need to have minor applications submitted to FIFA for consideration prior to the closure 

of the Professional Registration Period. 

 

Furthermore, such players also need a confirmed TMS transfer instruction and a submission at 

Submitted (INT) on FAW COMET prior to the closure of the Professional Registration Period. 

 

Further information on the documents required for a specific players minor application can be 

obtained by contacting this department.  

 

Immigration Status 

 

To save time on deadline day, it would be helpful if you please can provide proof of immigration 

status for any non-UK or Republic of Ireland nationals seeking to register as part of your submissions 

via FAW COMET.   This will enable the FAW to verify such players eligibility to register and participate 

within Professional Sports.  The below UK Home Office check can be used for this purpose: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/prove-right-to-work 
 
https://www.gov.uk/view-prove-immigration-status 
 

In addition, copies of any Biometric Residency Permit or visa issued by the UK Home Office can also 

be provided (if available / applicable). 

 

https://www.gov.uk/prove-right-to-work
https://www.gov.uk/view-prove-immigration-status


 
 

January Professional Registration Period 

 

The Professional Registration Period will reopen on 1st January 2022. 

 

Should you have any questions, then please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 
Aron Hughes 

Player Registrations Manager 

Football Association of Wales 

  

E: registrations@faw.co.uk  

mailto:registrations@faw.co.uk

